The etiology of chronic rheumatoid arthritis is still obscure. The disease is far more frequent in women than in men; it is found at all ages, but most frequently in the fourth decade. A hereditary disposition is often found in this disease. Many features in the course of rheumatoid arthritis resemble those of chronic infections: the poor condition of the patient, the raised body temperature, the increased sedimentation rate, the anemia and achlorhydria. The Hench, 1949 (Robinson et al., 1949; Thorn et al., 1949; and Wolfson et al., 1949 Sayers, Sayers & Woodbury, 1949) and gave the results summarized in Table 1 . 
